THE GAZETTE OF INDIA EXTRAORDINARY [ParT H—

“R\J

(ify any Ministry or Department in a State Government or Union territory
Administration; or

(#if) any local government that is to say, Panchayats or Municipalities, as
the case may be,

in relation to the collection of statistics under a direction issued by it under section 3;

(¢) “informant” means any person, who supplies or isrequired to supply
slatistical information and includes a owrter or occuplier or person in-charge or his
anthorised representative in respect of persons or a firm registered under the Indian
Partnership Act, 1932 or a co-operative society registered under any Co-operative  § of 1932,
Societies Act or a company registered under the Companies Act, 1936 or a society 1 of [956.
registered under the Societies Registration Azt, 1860 or any association recognised 21 of 1860
or registerad under any law for the time being in force;

() “information schedule” means any book, document, form, card, tape, disc or
any storage media on which information required is entered or recorded or is required
1o be entered or recorded for statistical purposes under this Act;

{2) “prescribed” means prescribed by miles made under this Act;

{/) “sampling” means a statistical procedurc by which information relatingto a
particular field of inquiry is derived by applying statistical techniques to information
obtained in respect of a proportion of the total number of persons or units concerned
relevant to the fiefd of inquiry;

{g) “statistical survey” means a census or a survey, whereby information is
collected from all the informanis in the field of inquiry or from a sample thereof, by an
appropriate Government under this Act or any other relevant Act, wholly or primarily
for the purposes of processing and summarising by appropriate statistical procedures;

{k) “statistics™ means statistics derived by collecting, classifying and using
staristics, specially in or for large quantities or numbers by appropriate Government
from statistical surveys, administrative and registration records, and other forms and
papers, the statistical analysis of which are, whether in a published or unpublished
form;

(i) “statistics officer” means any officer appointed under section 4 for the purposes
of any direction issued under section 3 of this Act.

CHAPTERI
COLLECTION OF STATISTICS

Collection of 3. The appropriate Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, direct that

statistics. the statistics on econamic, demographic, social, scientific and environmental aspects shall
be coliected through a statistical survey or otherwise, and thereupan the provisions of this
Act shall apply in relation to those statistics: '

Provided that—

{a) nothing contained in this section shall be deemed to authorise a State
Government or Union territory Administration or any local government to issue any
direction with respect to the collection of statistics relating to any matter falling under
any of the entries specified in List T (Union List) in the Seventh Schedule to the
Constitution; or

(b) where the Central Government has issued any direction under this section
for the collection of statistics relating to any maiter, no State Government or Union
territory Administration or any local governmeni shall, except with the previous approval
of the Central Government, issue any similar direction for so long as the collsction of
such statistics by the Central Government remain to be completed; or
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{¢) where a State Government or Union territory Administration or anv local
government has issued a direction under this section for the collection of statistics
relating to any matter, the Central Governmeni shall not issue any simiiar direction for
50 long as the collection of such statistics by the State Gevernment remain to be
completed, except in cases where such statistics have to be collected with reference to
two or more States or Union territories.

4, (1) The appropriate Government may appoint or cause 10 appoint an officer to be  Powers of
. the statistics officer for any geographical unit for the purpose of collecting any statistics  #pprapriate

directed by it. Government
to appoint
(2) The appropriate Government may appeint any agency or persans working in such S‘;f:‘:““ t
cfficer, ste

agencies 10 take, or aid in, or supervise the collection of the statistics within any specified
geographical unit and such agencies or persons, when so appointed, shail be bound to
serve accordingly.

(3) The appropriate Government may employ on contract basis any agency ar company
o organisation or association or person, on such terms and conditions and on such safeguards
as may be prescribed, for the purpose of collecting the statistics directed by it.

{4} The appropriate Government may delegale to any statistics officer, as it thinks (il
the power of appointing agencies or persons working in such agencies or employing on
contract basis any agency or company or organisation or asscciation of persons, conferred
on it by sub-sections (2) and (3) within the geographical unft far which such statistics
officer is appointed.

(J) The appropriate Government may, by order specify the form, the particulars required
or the interval within which, and the statistics officer to whom, the statistical information by
the informants shall be furnished.

{6} The appropriate Government may, by arder published in the Official Gazette, delegate
to any statistics officer, as it thinks fit, any power conferred under sub-section () for the
purpose of the collection of statistics under a direction issued by it under section 3.

5. The statistics officer may, for the purnose of collection of staristics on any specified  Power of

. . . . : : - statistics
subject in any geographical unit for which the said officer was appointed: officer fo call

() serve or cause to be served on any informant a notice in writing asking him  fr
ta furnish the information specified under sub-section (5) of section 4 or cause a  '™ormatior.
information schedule to be given to any informant for the purpose of its being filled
up; or

{b) cause all questions relating to the subject 1o be asked from any informant;
or

{c) seek information through tele fax or telephone or e-mail or in any other
electronic mode or in a combination of different modes for different sets of information
so specified.

6. The informants who are asked to furnish any information under the provisions of  Duty of
this Act shall be bound to furnish the information so asked in the prescribed manner to the  afermants
best ol knowledge or belief; and incases where only a portion of a particular class or group
of persons or unirs is asked to fumnish information because of any sampling procedure, i
shall not be a defence in failure on the part ot any informant 1o furnish that information, if so
asked.

7. Every agency shall render such heip and assistance and furnish such information Al agencies to
to the statistics officer or a person or an agency authorised by him in writing, as he may %%t
require for the discharge of his functions, and shall make available for inspection and
examination of such records, plans.and other documents, as may be necessary.
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8. The statistics officer or any person authorised by him in writing in this behalf shall,
for the purposes of collection of any statistics under this Act, have access to any relevant
record or document in the possession of any informant required to furnish any information
under this Act, and may enter at any reasonable time any premises where he believes such
record or document is kept and may inspect or take copies of relevant records or documents
or ask any question necessary for obtaining any information required to be fumished under
this Act.

CHAPTERIII

DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION IN CERTAIN CASES
AND RESTRICTIONS OF THEIR USE

9. (1) Any information furnished to the statistics officer or to any person or agencigs
authorised uader this Act shall only be used for statistical purposes.

{2} No person other than a person engaged in the work of collection of statistics under
this Act or preparation of statistics resultant to such collection shall be permitted to see any
information schedule or any answer to a question asked, except for the purposes

* of a prosecution under this Act.

(3} No information contained in any information- schedule and no answer to any
question asked shall, except for the purposes of a prosecution under this Act, be separately
published, or disclosed without suppressing the identification of informants to any agency.

{4) All statistical information published by any agency shalt be arranged in such a
manner $¢ as 10 prevent any particulars becoming identifiable by any person (other than the
informant by whom those particulars were supplied} as the particulars relating to the informant
who supplied it, even through the process of elimination, unless—

(@) that informant has consented to their publication in that manner; or

(b their publication in that manner could not reasonably have been foreseen by
the concerned agency or any employee thereof.

{3} For the purposes of sub-section (4), the Central Government may make such rules
or make such arrangement, as it may consider necessary.

10. Notwithstanding the provisions contained in section 9 of this Act, the appropriate
Government may disclose the following information, namely:—

(a} information supplied by informant in respect of which disclosure is consented
to in writing by the informant ar by any person authorised by the said informant;

(b} information otherwise available to the public under any Act or as a public
document;

-

(c) information in the form of an index or list of the names and addresses of
informants together with the classification, if any, allotted to them and the number of
persons engaged. :

11. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions contained in section 9 of this Act, the appropriate
Government may disclose individual returns or formats or information schedules to other
agency OF Person or institutions or universities solely for bona fide research or statistical
purposes pursuant to their functions and duties.

{2) No individual return or information schedule shall be disclosed pursuang to this
section unless —

(a) the name and address of the informant by whom the schedule or related
information was supplied is deleted,
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